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STATE FINANCIAL SYSTEM BACKUP ACTIVATED IN 

SOUTHERN NEVADA  
 

 

Carson City, NV. November 18, 2008.  State Controller Kim Wallin and the 

Controller’s Office have completed the set up and testing of a disaster recovery site in 

southern Nevada for the state’s financial system.  The creation of the disaster recovery 

site is a significant milestone in the two year effort to secure the state’s financial 

operations in the event of a natural or man-made disaster in Carson City.  “I am very 

pleased that we are now able to process financial transactions and print checks in Las 

Vegas in the event of a major problem with the system in the north,” said Wallin.  “One 

of the important lessons learned from natural disasters like hurricane Katrina or man-

made disasters like 9/11, is the need for a disaster recovery location hundreds of miles 

away from the main operation site to keep business running both during and after the 

disaster.” 

  

When Controller Wallin took office nearly two years ago she discovered that staff had 

identified the need for a disaster recovery site in Clark County but had no way of paying 

for the equipment, software and location needed for the site.  “I spent much of my first 

few months in office convincing the legislature of the need for the back-up system and 

site,” said Wallin. “When I detailed the problem and the plan to the legislators, almost all 

were surprised that we did not already have such a system in place and were very 

supportive of the plan.”  The legislature approved the funding for the project, which was 

completed on-time and under budget. 
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DISASTER RECOVERY SITE 

ADD ONE 

 

The disaster recovery site project was a coordinated effort with many government 

agencies involved; including the State Controller’s Office, the State Treasurer’s Office, 

the Nevada Highway Patrol, the Nevada Department of Transportation, the Department 

of Public Safety, and the Department of Information Technology.  “All the agencies that 

participated were extremely helpful and provided valuable insight as we worked through 

all the logistics of the project,” said Wallin. 

 

Multiple tests of the back-up system have been performed since going on-line earlier in 

the summer. These included the running of all the computer processes of the financial 

system and printing checks.  There will be quarterly testing to ensure system reliability as 

well as mock disaster drills to ensure human and computer systems readiness.  “With the 

financial back-up system now in place Nevada is in a much better position to continue the 

important work of helping its citizens in the event of a major disaster.” 

 

The Controller, one of the state’s six constitutional officers, is Nevada’s chief fiscal 

officer and administers the state’s accounting system and debt collection program.  The 

State Controller’s Office mission is to advance accountability, continuity, and efficiency 

in the state’s financial operations.  Visit the Controller’s website at 

www.controller.nv.gov.  
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